
Re CC Docket No 02-6 
Letter of Appeal 
Billcd Entity No. 122731 
471 Application No 329953 
Funding Request No(s) 890812, 89081 3, 890814, 89081 5 

1‘0 Whom It  May Concern 

During the application process for E-rJle Funding Year 2002, Thomas Communications & 
Techiiolog~cs, LLC (TCT) applied for funding on hchalf of Clark Township School Distnct 

llpoii receipt of the Fuitdiiig Commitment Decision Lettcr, dated June 17, 2002, ‘TCT notcd 
the entire applicalion was denied because “the Form 471 application was signed and/or 
subinilted prior to the expiration date of the 28-day Naiting penod from the day of the posting 
or  the Form 470 to the SLD wehsite ” 

Subsequently, an appeal was filed on June 20, 2002 with the SLD that provided 
doctiiiieiitation regardin3 thc date thc application was sent This appcal was dcnied in full  (see 
allached docuinen tatioii) 

‘I  C l  . oil hclialf of C la rk  Township School Distnct, would like to enter an appeal to this 
decision because this was a clcncal crror hi addition, the applicatioii was not mailed until the 
Jii i i t iary 17. 2002 deadliiie. Another poii i l  I would l ike to make on behalfofClark Township 
is that this u’iis thcir tirst year Lo file for E-ralr reinihurseinents. Since some oftheir contracts 
were in place before they applied in 2002, Fonii 470 No. 665610000403213 I S  the establishing 
Tomi 470 intiiiiher FRN’s 89081 2, 80081 3 were aiid still are month-to-month billing, 
contracts arc not ncccssary for these senices FRN 890814 was tiiider a three-year contract 
that conimeiiced on July 1 ,  2001 and expired on Jtiiir 30, 2003, these FRN’s wcrc treated as 
month-to-nioiith bil l i i ig FRN 800815’s contract w a s  i-esiyied on lune 13, 2002, well after 
the ~ I l o ~ i i h l e  coiilracl date. bul before the July I ,  2002. Funding Year start date 
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ThomasCommunications 
& T e c h n o l o g i e s  L L C  

I t  IS 1CT's niissioii Lo help Clark ToLvnship School District obtain their funding Cor Funding 
Year 7002 A simple clerical emor should not keep t h ~ s  district from rcceiving much needed 
ftiiidiiix for tlicir lelecoiiiniunica1ioii scmices 

Sincerely, 
THOMAS COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 

I ! i  
/ I  ' I  I 1 " \ j I j  

Michelle L Chemotti 
Production Maiiaxer of E-rate Services 

[ M LC am/] 

Enclosurc 

the Thomas 
.-'group www.tc-t.com 

http://www.tc-t.com


Universal Service Administrative Company USAC Schools & Libranes Division 

e- 
4dministrator.s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2002-2003 

t 9:: p p  b” L : 
J u l y  14. 2003 ‘Ci- -- 
Shari I h y e r ,  The Montgoiiieiy Group 
Clark ‘l’owiisliip School llistrict 
2 17 Moiitgomcry Street Sixth Floor 
Syrdcuse, Ncw York 13202 

JUL \ 6 2oQ3 

RC Billed Entity Number: I22731 
471 Application Number 329953 
Funding Request Number(s) 8~0812,8908l3,890814,890815 
Your Correspondence Dated: June 20,2002 

Arter thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libranes 
Division (“SLD”) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) has made 
its decision in regard to your appeal o f  SLD’s Year 2002 Funding Conimitment Decision 
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD’s 
decision The datc ofthis letter begins the 60-day time penod for appealing this decision 
to the Fedcral Communications Comniission (“FCC”) If your letter of appeal included 
more than one Application Number, pleasc note that for each application for which an 
appeal is subniittcd, a separate M e r  is sent 

Fundine Request Number: 890812,890813,890814 
Dccisioii oii Appcal. 
Explaiiatioii 

Denied in full 

Tn your lettcr of appeal you state that the Form 471 application was inadvertently 
dated January 11, 2002, h u t  the application was not sent to SLD until January 17, 
2002 You have included documentation supporting proof of delivery and are 
reqiicsting that funding for this FRN be approved. 

Upon revicw oftliis application, i t  has bcen dctennined that the signature date on 
the Foim 171 application is Ill 1/02 and the allowable coiitract date IS 1/14/02. 
The sigiiiiig of the Fonii 471 applicaiion prior to the expiralion ofthe 28-day 
\~di l in: period ofthe 470 is a violation of thc  program rules There IS no issue 
regarding the iiiailiiig date of the 47 I applicatloii 
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You signed your Foiin 471 pi ior to the expiration of the 28-day posting penod. 
FCC rules require that except under hiiilted circumstances, all Fonns 470 received 
hc posted on (he wcbsite for 28 days, and that applicants carefully consider all 
bids received bcforc selecting a vendor, entering into an agreement or signing a 
contract, and signing and suhiiiitting a Fonn 471 See 47 C F R $ 5  54 504, 
54 51 l(a). ( e )  FCC rules further 1-equire that thc Adniinistrator send the applicant 
a contimiation wlicn the Fomi 470 has been posted, and inform the applicant of 
lhe date aftcr which the applicant may sign a contract with the vendor i t  selects. 
See 47 C F R $ 54 504(h)(4) These competitive bidd~ng requirements help 
ensure tha t  applicants receive the lowcst  pre-discount price from vendors See 
Feiievtrl-S/rrle Jmrrr Bourd 011 U ~ I L , ~ W I /  ,Selwce, CC Docket No. 96-45, Order on 
Recvnsidcration, I 2  FC'C Rcd 10095, I0098 11 9 ( I  997) 

Your Form 470 Application Number 665610000403213 was posted on 12/17/01 
In your Form 470 Receipt Notification Letter, SLD notified you that that the 
earliest date upon which you could sign and submit your Fonn 471 was 1/14/02. 
You have not claiined that this Form 471 relates to a different Form 470 other 
than the Form 470 indicated above. Consequently, SLD denies your appeal 
because your application did not comply with the competitive bidding 
requirement that your Form 470 he posted on the website for 28 days prior to your 
signing and/or submitting your Fonn 471 

Fundine Request Nuinber 8908 I5 
Decision on Appeal 
Explanation 

Denied in full 

In your letter of appeal you state that the Form 471 application was inadvertently 
dated January 11, 2002, but the application was not sent to SLD until January 17, 
2002 You have included docuinentation supporting proof of delivery and are 
requesting that funding for this FRN be approvcd 

[Jpoii review ofthis FRN, i t  has been detennined that you signed a contract for 
new services prior to the cxpiratioii o f the  28-day waiting period computed from 
the date of thc posting of the Form 470 on the SLD Web Site, which IS a violation 
of program rules. The allowable contract date on the establishing Form 470 was 
January 14, 2002 and you signed the contract on June 4, 2001 In an April 29, 
2002 fax, you conlinned that the cited Foim 470 665610000403213 on this 
application is the cstablishing 470 You submitted a contract award date change 
supportcd by a copy of the contract, but it could not be considered since it was 
rcccivcd after the issuance of the Funding Cominitinent Decision Letter Even if 
the contract inforimtion had been submitted on a timely basis, the Form 471 was 
sigiied prior to the allowable coiltract date of 1/14/02 which i s  also a violation of 
progaiii rules and a cause for denial ' i i ~ e ~ c  is 110 issue Lvith the  nlalllihg date of 
the 471 application 



You sigiicd your Foriii 471 pi-lor to the expiratioti of the 28-day posting penod 
FCC rules require that except under limited circumstances, all Forms 470 received 
he posted 011 the website for 28 days, and that applicants carefully consider all 
bids i-cccived befoi-c selecting a vendor, eiitenng into an agreement or signing a 
contract, and sigiiiiig and submitting a Form 471 See 47 C F R $ 5  54 504, 
54 SI l(a), (c) FCC rules fui.ther require that the Adiiiinistrator send the applicant 
a confiiiiiatioii when the Foriii 470 has been posted, aiid infoi-m the applicant of 
the date after w l i i c l i  the applicant may sign a contract with the vendor i t  selects 
.See 47 C I; R jC 54 S04(b)(4) These competitive bidding reqiiireiiicnts help 
cnstire that applicants receive the lowest pre-discount price from vendors. See 
Fecirrcil-Srntc Joiiil Roiirrl 011 Uii~~cl-sal  Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Order on 
Reconsideration, I2 FCC Rcd 10095, 10098 7 9 (1 997) 

Your F o m  470 Applicatioii Number. 665610000403213 was posted on 12/17/01 
In your Form 470 Receipt Notification Letter, SLD notified you that that the 
earliest date upon which you could sign and submit your Form 471 was 1/14/02. 
You habe not claimed that this Form 471 relates to a different Form 470 other 
than the Form 470 indicated above. Consequently, SLD denies your appeal 
because your application did not comply with the competitive bidding 
requircnicnt that your Form 470 he posted on the website for 28 days prlor lo your 
signing and/or submitting your Form 471 

If you belicve there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may tile an 
appcal with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) You should refer to CC 
Docket No 02-6 on the firs1 page of your appeal to the FCC Your appeal must be 
POSTMARKED within 60 days of the above date on this letter. Failure to meet this 
requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal If you are submitting your 
appeal v ia United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the Secretary, 445 121h 
Street SW, Washington, DC 20554 Further information and options for filing an appeal 
directly with thc FCC can be round in the "Appeals Procedure" posted in the Reference 
Area of the S1.D web site or by contacting the Client Service Bureau We strongly 
recoinmend that you use either the e-mail or fax tiling options 

M'c thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal 
process 

Schools aiid Libi-arics Diwsion 
IJiiiversal Sen ice Adiiiiiiistrative Coiiipaiiy 

B n r  ili ('orrccpunilcncc h ~ r ,  80 South Jsffmson Road. Whippany. New Jcrscy 070Si 
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A.  PLICATION NO.: 

ACCESS NEW JERSEY 
APPLICATIOS FOR SKRVICE 

This Application for Service is cffecrive 3s of date set forth below (“Signature Date”) between Verizon - Xcw Jersey. Inc 
(“Vfrizon”) and rhe undersigned customer (“Customer”). 

1. Term and Termnation The Semce Penod wll commence thirty (30) days after rhe Signamc Dare. suhpci to 
Verizon’s complerion of any work or insrallation of facilities needed to provide the Services or such other dare as agreed to 
by Veruon and Cuatomcr and wll connnue for thirry-six 136) moiirhs (“Service Period) If Customer terminates this 
.4pplication pnor to rxpiraiion of thc Service Penod, Cusromer will promprly pay Vcruon one hundred percent (100%) of 
rhc rnonthly ratcs for thc Scrvices offset by I/3GIh for each monlhly paymmt made 

2. Services Customcr will duniig the Serviic Pcriod purchase. nnd V c ~ o n  wll providc. the scniices listed below in 

rhc quantities indicated (“Services”) for use at spccified Custorncr locations within Verizon’s serving territory The 
Services lvlll be provided subject to the terms and conditions of this Application. Verizon’s applicable tariffs (as they may 
be amended from time-to-rime) (“Tariffs”) and those provisions of the Order and Sripulation of the New Jersey Board of 
Public Utilities III Docker No TX96100707, dated Jime IO.  1997 (as may bc amended from time-to-time) that relate to 
disciiunrs Io schools m d  libraries (the “Order”), which are incorporated by this reference. The Service descriptions arc 3ct 
fonh in the applicable Tariffs. Prior TO its bemg tariffed, ATM service will be provided in accordance wth service 
dcicriptions on tile with Veriwn, Verizon will provide these service descriptions io cusromer on request. Vcrizon’s Access 
Ncw Jcrscy InrelliLinQ BRI Service may nor he provisioned for ”D” Channel Packet Data. 

3. 
autliorized by the Order and i t s  ‘ranffs 

4. Eligibility. Cutomer cemfies that is a not-foi-profit school or library and otherwise meets, and will continuc to 
met throughout the Service Period, the eligib~lity and other requiiemeiits of the Order. Customer undcrsiands that it wll 
not be eligible for Universal Fund Scrvice discounts on the Services. 

5. AsSigIImen1 Venzon may assign or mansfer perr or all of this Application to any of its aftiiliatcs or to 
subconrraciors of IIS choosing Provided h a t  Customer provides Venzon with reasonable pnor wnnen notice, Customer 
m y  assign or transfcr t h i s  Applicarion to any company that i s  rhr successor io substantially all of its assets and shall pay 
Vemon any rransfer fees required IO be pald undcr applicahle miffs All other ancmptcd assignments shall be void wirhoul 
pnni vmnen consent 

6. Confidentiality and Publicity Exccpt as may be requirrd by law, Cusiomcr wll not disclose this Appliciluon or 
its contents to any h r d  p a q  without thc consent of Venzon. Customer wll g v c  nrncly nobce to Verlzon of demands 
madtb under law to produce the Applicstlon or to disclose its conients so that Veruon m y  seek appropnatc protcchve 
anangemenrs. Neither party shall publish or use any advcrlising. sales, promotions, press rclcascs or other publiciry 
matenal ihar describe rhis Applicahon wthoui the pnor wntten approval of the othcr party. 

7. Entire Agreement. Ths  Application (including h e  Tanffs and the Order) co11slitu1es the cntue agreement 
betwccn Customer and Venzon regarding the subjeci maner hereof and supersedes all  prior oral or wnnen quorations. 
conunuiucations. understandings or agreeinenrs Each pw represents that its execution of this Application is based solely 
on i t? mdependenr nsscssnicnt of the righrs and obligations sei fonh herein and not an any other oral or written quotations. 
com~nunicaiions, undcrstandings or agreemcnts~ Thls Applicariori may nor be modified or rescinded except by a rvririns 

Rates The rates for hc Scrviccs am set foirth in .Attachmeni 1 Verizon may change thex  1ate5 to the extenr 

signed by an nuthonzed r ~ p ~ ~ s e n t a t ~ v e  of each party n 

-~~ Bnan 0 Clonev Clark 
(Customer Name) 

7BQ60951 
!Oillei‘ i e ie~hone  Number) 

Venzon. New Jersey Inc 

-. - k f j ‘ d  L .- 
( j ig !  d u m  Dare) 



Non- 
Monthly % O f f  Monthly Recunlng 

Tarltf Prwalllne Educstlon Charges 

$150 Ccll Rale Bandddrh abue  me milial25 Mbps 
UDgrade of 1111t18125 Mbps Vanable Ett Rate 
Bandwdth to any cornblnatlon of Conslanl Eli Rale 
01 Variable 811 Rate Bandwidth 
Uograae of 10 Mbps Varlable Bit Rate Bandwldrh 
O'W the Inilia1 25 M b ~ b  lo z,>y cornbinallan of 

$125 

550 

I I 1 With I Prevailing I I I 

0% %150 $50 

0 Yo $125 $50 

0% $50 S50 

CdSs C Variable Bit Rate Sushined 
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P 'PLICATIOX NO.: 

OPbonaI features will be provided at prevailing tarlff rates or. 11 no iailff 1s appllcablc. at Veriron's then-current retall rate 

TOTAL P.04 


